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MINT-SRGITORIAL  Wherein I mention things I couldn't squeeze in elscwhere,

smem=zo=s = such as the fact that I am agent for Hichael A, Banks,
fanzine CO-AX,.(Rates are 3 for 50, 7 for £1). ..and also for Hichael
Roden (whose art you will soon be seeing more of) who publishes 'THRU DLAGL
HOL:S!,.at I fancy, similar rates. DBoth very neat, well illustrated..and
lightly factual zines.

APOLOGIES will be duc to many people for the next couple of
months, I shall be/was away from the UK for three wecks while attending two
Conventions in the USA, and visiting in Los Anfleles and Albuquerque arcas.
S0...1'n preparing ERG before departure so I shouldn't be TOO late on the
October datelin (pardon me if T am)...and I shan't be able to answer your
letters..cxcept perhaps by a duplicated form letter..for quite a while
after tiat until the mail and review piles are conquered. I'd apsreciate
people irying to avoid letters which will require an »vower, dubing that
time,,..ta folks, -

ERG 65, will contain an article by Rog Pile, in which he
responds to my request that he chocse his own favourite sf story to be made
into & film...and selects the actors and actresses he would lilie to sec in
that film...I think you'll like it. That's for January '79%. c.c.

ERG 66, for April 79, marks the completione..or to be
pedantic, .the start of BRG's 21st year..thus making No.66, the 20th
Anniversary issue. Lined up so far are a couple of items from Brian i/,
Aldiss (and my heartfelt thanks to & busy writer who can find time to send
something along to help such an issuejs i .;lax %o make the whole issue a
slightly larger than normal one, and if it gets really big, then iI'n afraid
that No.G6 will only be going to regular subscribers...sorry folls, but
bear wuth mc suspending the free list for just that issue will youl...on you
could talke out a sub now and be SuUrees..?

CALIFORNIA HERE I COME...the story of my Stateside journey
should start to appear in ERG 65..and continue to run as long as I have
interesting things to talk about. Also starting in that issue will be
a new ariist (new to ERG) Michael Roden. He has a striking and cxcellent
style and I fancy we'll soon be seeing a lot more of his worlk.

WANTED, ..anyone interested in trading certain pajerbacls ?
I'4 like to get hold of := Any G-8 and his Battle Aces in papecrback
format (for a nostalgia kickj?%or Dusty Ayres and his Battle Dijrds, also
copies 1 to 12 of STARLOG, I can offer assorted magazines, and plenty of
new paperhack titles...so drop me a line if we can make a2 deal.

A Regards tec all, Terrye
SIEOPTRLESS« Hfe taken ill week before trip...tour cancelled at last minute.
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Lvery so often, we hear the dismal warning that all our fossil
fuels will be exhausted within, ten, fifty, or a hundred years., The warning
is usually followed by a quick mention cof nuclear power, news of the latest
wave experiuents, and a8 word of windmills. After winding up with a snug
advice to 'Save Lnergy!, the pundit climbs back into his 2,000cc gas suzzler
and vanishes in a cloud of blue exhaust sollution,

“he man-in-the-street furrows his brow, switches off the OOV
lamp in Junior!s bed room and returns to his active 'sports' life belore tne
TV screen. After all, 'They' will solve his problems, that's why he pays

baxes. ‘ie, I'm scared! No, not for myself, I reckon I'11 have run off
my last fanzine by the time the real crunch arrives. L'm thinking of ay
children and grandchildren (right now, I have three of the former, and .wo
of the latter). What will they have to face ?  Well, let's take the fifty
year estinate a2s the end of all fossil fuels (whether it is out by even a
factor of as much as 10, is irrelevant..they UILL run out someday.,..soon.)

6, by 2030 you won't even be able to get enough petrol to
fil1l a cigarctte lighter...there won't BE any. BUT, this doesu'l just mean
that the only change in our lifestyles will bc a switch from peirol-moved

cars, to electric vechicles..oh dear nosi '
’ ’ * Take 2 look at the diagram...

OIL COAL
i — T T agd
10 Diosel ,  —— Nuclear Fisuion
engine engine Water Turbine ‘} G
..... fuclear .,
! L \\' W Fusion ()
& W
TANS PORT STEAM) TURBINE
hoad,/Rail/Aixr/Seca Fatcr)
3 v \ IPowcr for ' > Dattery
Personal Industry Public Static use charging of
& & vehicles
Homes industry Cities
«sobroadly speaking, we nced two kinds of power - they may overlap, 8s in

the case of railways...which can be steam, clectriec, or diescl eleciric,but
this overlap is only to a small degrec. If you scrub OIL and COAL fxrom

the diagrams, then virtually ALL transport has gonc, and thc only 'Ltatic!
Power loft worth looking at, at least in the UK, is the Nuclear Fiscion
Plant. (Flaces like Italy, Nowway ctc, can get much of their power from


vanisb.es

hydro-clectric schemes. Lven if we assume storage batteries canable of
movin, vehicles with anything like the flexibility of oil powered transport,
we shanit have the spare power to charge 'en.

UNLESS we come up with a new source of power, then clectricity will
be very severely rationed...we shall be starved for transport, liglhting,
heating....and above 2ll, FOOD ¢

Uhy foed ? Well, in the U.K., we only grow a fraction of the food
ve nced - the rest has to be imported..skipping the question of how do we
harvosit our own small effort, the big problem is that with no aircraft and
no fossil-fucled cargo ships, the only food reaching these shores (assuming
other countries have any sparce to scnd us) will be in s2iling vessels,.and
the fow nuclear-powered vessels sone politician with morc for-sight than the
rest may manage to squeeze past the anti-nuclear ostrich brigade...that lot
would rather dic of certain starvation, than live a 1ife under the remote
rislkt of a nuclear accident.

Tlowever, let's assume a lot. That other countries will feed us
for free (we've nothing to cxport when the power goes), and that they will
find soxe way of getting it to our shores, ‘Ye're still faced with the
problems of powering factories to process it...wheat into brezd, for inst-
ance, aad then we have to distribute the food. Perhaps by then, our nuclear
povier plants will have been expanded (if that anti-nuclear lobby permits)
to the stage where we can not only process our food, but 2lso supply a small
surplus to run a limited electric rail network to central distribution
pointd. From there it will be up to horsc and cart..or saank's Hony along
unlit, unsurfaced streets to homes which are hecated and lit by the burning
of wood or ariaal fats...for as long as they are available. Luxury goods
will be out, little if any #adio, no TV, no record players, powered shavers
or lawmaowers, not even holiday travel beyond walking distances.,

Sounds like a science-fiction fantasy doesn't it? Well it will be
shoclkingly zeal if we can't do something about it. What alternative forms
of energy can we develep ?

Tirst, and currently the only method offering & preseat solution is
nucleer fiz<lan...we have some plants, and we should be develoning more and
norce to the total exzclusion of coal or oil fired stations. .ccond, fusion
power may be available within out fifty year breathing space. ilc should
vend every effort to cracking that onc¢...once the fossil-fuel runs out it
will be too late. Currently, thesc are the only two power sources which
can maliec an appreciable 2ent in our demands - but what other sources are
there ?

Tuel cells, .where sodium and water react together %o produce
power could power a car, housc or ship. Apollow-type fuel cells which
combine hydrogen and oxygen (new types can use ordinary air) can supply
at the 100,000Kw lavel and higher, so these offer good prospects.

‘lave Power and Wind Power (particularly the former) can make
massive contributions. to our National Grid,.if we DO something more than
agree on the possibility. Then there is Geothermal Energy. whereby the
Darth's hecat is tapped...in San Dicge, a pilet plant experiment is under way.

Solar power can help, especilally in equatorial arcas, but what may
sconr a really way-out (pun ingended) use of solar power is to build giant
orbital mirror stations. These would collcect the Sun's energy, convert it



to nicrowave energy, and beam
this down to ground statiens

for distribution. I shudder

to thin!s of the results if the
bean wandered off target.., I s
fancy George O Smith (Venus Equilateral)
and Isaac .simov (Rensen) both had storics.
based or siwilar themes. sl 03

In America, experiments to produce’ *7
power frofl tie Lurnfhg of alcohol derived e
fron grein show some promisc. The American -
Cynamid Cormpany currently .market 'lightsticks! . : Ak
which caopist of two liquids within a tube et T
which if vnited by breaking a scparating seal, s
vroduce cnough light for several hours. Experiments are under way to make
energy by means of phHotosynthesis utilising algac. These and many other
pocibilities, large and small may eventually be pressed into scrvice to
cke out our supplies.

Tne essential point is that we press ahecad and develop soue,.or
all, of them right now, instead of talking glibly about 'doing soncthing?,
But oven then, if we do succeed in staving off our cnergy crisis &s far as
static sources are concerned, we shall still commute largely on foot, on
pedal cycle, or for the fat cats, a fuel-cell powered vehicle. There will
be littlc or no pleasure travel or holiday jaunts...and unles. the USA
revives iis aborted plans for & nuclear powered aireraft, there will be
nc air travel...apart, of coursc, from the numerous hot-air baloons and
Zepvelins which will navigate our skies.

"hat is necded is some radically new PRIMARY power sourcc...out
unless one comes along, then even if we DO solve our crisis in time to keep
us 211 fron starving to death...we can still expect a 21st century
radically different from any that the science fiction writers have predicted
in any of their storices,

Jyst as an exercise, sit back and revicw a typical day in your
1ifc¢....and how it would be changed without cnergy, and the goods and
sorvices which «mergy brings. As I say, I'm scarcd...for what tho next
generation will have to face unless we do something during this onc,

Weds
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ELECTROVIC STENCILS in this iszue arce From Mr. B.C.3exton, 14 Ventnor Court
‘folstenholm Rd., Shefficld S7 1LB. I usc his ishort run® sitcncils at
75p cach, but he has long-run vinyl at £1.15 and £1,30. (inclusive of
postage) post your stuff off dircct..or send SAE for full details..ox
rin, him (after 6pm) at Shefficld 582931, ..and mention ERG

DUPLICLYING NOTES..I kecp getting cnguiries about copics...Sorry, now right
OUT OF PRINT,.until I get around to producing a sccond editi n.

SCiSICT TICTION for Sale. Scnd S.A.E for list/catalogue, te John Rupil,
17 lestmorland St., Balby, Doncaster. Plenty of Fantasy & Occult included.
Good scrvice guarantc.d, and plenty of new titles into stock.
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For a lonyg time now 1 have teen collecting data for what 1 hope will one day
becore a Fantasy Book Of Records. Science Fiction is by nature an extrene
fz:iy literature, and within it I feel its practitioners have done
"oy,
A

as nuch to deserve their own extremes recorded as those in
the Cuinness Book. Of course, records are made to be brolen
and facts made to be disproved, and l'm hoping that by
presenting some of the statistics I have, I might atiract

= new details frow others eager to prove so-and~so holds
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This first article was supposed to Le about the writer with
the most pseudonyas, but as I was preparving for it sotic new information has
caused e to investigate further, so I would rather shelve that matter for
a vwhile until I ¢an confirm nmatters more fully.

30 instead Ifve turned to another topic - the most productive
writer, low I don't mean the writer who has written the most science
fiction ~ that's yet another category. I mean simplly the writer who has
conpleted a science fiction novel in the shortest time.

The Gyianess Book Of Records cites three writers in this
sphere, Idgar Wallace, Erle Stanley Gardner and John Crcasey -~ all uriters
of mystery fiction. Creasey in particular wrote two books in six-and-a-half
days. Gardner would dictate up to 10,000 words a day, and then had a staff
of typists. One writer not cited is George Simcnon, and though I have no
records to hand, I believe he is %lleged to have produced some books at a
fast rate. lowever I am convinced that all these writers pale to insignif-
icance when compared with a number in the sf field.

The SF field has always beun notorious for its low payuont.
Those who had to make a living by writing could not hope to live by sf alone
unless they wrote cxtremely fast., Hvon then they had to find sufficicut
naerkets, and at times this was not possible, Generally therefore the writers
drified tc other fields to help their income, and sonctimes ended up staying
in thosc ficlds because the writing was easier and the rewards more luerative,
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There were two periods when writers scemed to be at their nost
frantic - in the U.S.A, during the 1930s, and in the U.K, in thc¢ 1950s. That
does not mean there were no other periods. It is known that Luis Scnarens
and other dine novel writers of the 1880s were cxceptionally prolific, whilst
two of the authors I shallimention below are very contemporary. No, I
mention then because they arc comparable and becausce they provide a nunber
of legendary stories about the writers,

How the assessment of records is fraught with problems. After
all,-wheq writing a novel, how can we tell how long the author had been
turning the plot over in his mind. How much quicker Z =z
Flann ing’{': Z
a novel % =

can he write a nevel when it is well planned ?  How
should one mecasure this duration ? Ic's 2 preblenm
which cannot he ¢asily settled, and one that only
the writer can resolve, It cannot be assessed by
taking into account the nunber of novels published
in any giwen period, because some of these may have
Deen written or sold a yvear or more beforce

“ecause our wise and kindly editor has
many other items to cram into this issuce I shell P AT
restrict myself to details of just a fow writers = o' -
speeifically Arthur J. Burks, Lester Dent, F.L. Tanthorpe, Robert Silverberg
and Darry Halzherg. I could easily mention more, 2z2nd indeed their exclusion
does not ncan that writers like Sax Rohmer, Norvell Page, Frederick Faust,
2.C.Tubb, iichocl Moorcock or John Russell Fearn could not equally qualify
for the title. Terhaps we'll save them for aanother day.

But let's look at examples. Arthur J, Burks was dubbed ‘'the
Speed lerclhant of the Pulps' and was cnvicd by manyg of his fellow writers.
He dicd only a few ycars ago, in 1974, but alas before I was able to contact
him to try and verify a nuither of the steries about him. He wes osseatially
a short story writer in a varicty of ficlds not least terror, mystery and
science ficiion., O0ld timers willespecially remenber his contributions to
Astounding and Marvel, as well as Yeird Tales, but all thesc were but a
Traction of his output. In his book The Shudder Pulps (Fax 1975) Robert K.
Jones who interviewed Burks tells us that Burks aimed at an output of 10,000
words a day., .‘hether he always rzached it, who can tell, but his output
speaks for itsclf - anl oven that is Qifficult to assess, Pscudonyms aside
(2nd he used surprisingly few), Burks never bothered to revise stories and
those t hat were rejected were often used by other writers hard-up for an
idea |

Let's just put His typing in pezrspective. Anyone who t¥pes
knows onc cannot maintain full spced for long. If a manuscript is to look
at all resncctiable one must slacken arfter a while for fear of keys Jauning
together, letters hecoming jumbled, and words getting ahead of themselves.
Considering onc must stop to thiunk, to perhaps crase errors, and then of
course to ecat, answer nature, and thoen heaven knows what kind of interrupt
ions by way of tmlevhonc, visitors and donestic problems...it's a wonder
sopctines anythiang gets written. (Fir this reason many writers prefer to
work durings the night and slecp in the day.) However, even at the morc’than
respectable sveed of 60 words a minute, it takes five hours to reach 13,000
words, and five hours solid typing at that ratc is elmost suicidal. Given a
normal cipght or ten hour day, we can slacken Burks*® pace to between 30 and
40 words & minute, which is still an awcesome rates
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Fecping within the science fiction tield, one of astoundiung's
carliest serials, in the days when Harry Bates was editor, was Larth,The
Marauder serialised in 1930. The story goes that Bates requested Burks write
a novel for Astounding, but specifically assigned him to talke his tiae over
it and not churn it out. Off wont Burks, presumably thinking things over,
and the idea must have gelled by the time he rcached Wis typewriter as he
sat down and began, In twe days, the novel was finished, and although it
runs to little over 30,000 words, this does show that Burks could maintain
his average fairly wedl., Burks then put the novel aside for a fortnight
whilst he batted out scores nore stories, and then took it hack to Dates, He
vag delighted with the result and complinented Burks by seying how much
better hc was when he took his time!

Loester Dent was the famed writer ¢f the Doc Savage novels, lie
usually hid behind the house pscudonym of Kenneth Robeson, but it should not
be forgotten that he often wrote fer other adventure pulps of the 19%0s and
bos, ihilip Josc Farmer in his Doc Savage: ¥is Apoocalyptic Life (Panthe
1975) ‘states that Dent wrote two Savage novels a month totalling 130,000
vords, and at times an cqual amount for cther magazines. & guarter of a
million words in a nonth means tnat assuming hc wrote every day it would be
& constant output of 8,000 words a day. To the pulpsters 3000 words a day
vas casy, so within that month we can even allow Dent tine off. (In fact we
know Dent spent nany days away from the typewriter, sailing, clizbing and in
otler ways putting as much energy into relaxing as into writing)., In fact,
Farner records that Dent regularly wrote for 18 hours a day, and Robert
Jones reports that Dent is reputed to have produced 56,000 words in a day's
vorle! If that was within his 18 hours, allowing for no stops, it iz a
constant 50 words a minute. Apparently this was produced by a conbination
of typing (24,000 words) and dictating (32,000 words), but cither woy it is
staggering.

Dent died in 1959, so the authenticity of these statistics can no
longer ve checked, but there is no simoke without fire, but at least the
reuaining three of my cxamples are very much alive, and for that natter all
about the same age. Silverberg and Fanthorpe arc in their early nid-forties,
and lialzberg is 40 next year. Robert Lionel Fanthorpe is unfortunately
remervered with less roknown, w:on he is remenbered at all. almost single-
handedly he produced the two Badger Books series of sf and supernatural
novels. Iic began writing in 1952 when he was 17, sc he alsc ranks apong the
youngest si writers (yet another category), and sold the occasional story to
the Badger firm of John Spencer, The British Publishing industry weat
through a blight in the mid-1950s, but Spencer's survived and by 1957 the
directors planned a nunber of novels serics. Rather than take the tradition~-
al approacih and solicit marrsacripts, Spencer's commissioned a handful of
writers to produce almost the entire serics. (s the series continued so a
few unsolieited manuseripts were published but they were the exception), By
the early 1960s Lionel Fanthorpe was producing two sf novels, one supernat-
ural novel, and a volume of five or six supernatural stories cach nonth, On
average you could say this was a novel per weck, which might not seen much on
the Burks,/Dent scale...but don't forget, they were full-tine writers.
Fanthorpe worked full-time as a teacher, and also taught at cvening schooll
The novels were fitted into late evenings and weekends, and suddealy this
output talies on a different perspective., Fanthorpe adopted the Gardner
approacii, m=i dictated the storics onto tape. IFrequently he would dictate
a novel an cvening, and to avoid distraction the family amusingly recell that
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whilst they watchel televisicn or carried on their own activities,
they woull! drape a sheet over Fanthorpe who would mumble into a tape recorder
un¥il the carly hours. The tapes were then typed out by his mother and wife,
and sometimes others were drafted in during high pcaks of activity. ‘iince the
novels all average about 40,000 words they could be dictated non-stop in about
7 hours. To sustain the output, Fanthorpe woull use stock scenes whigh often
repeated themsclves throughout the serics - a ploy usced by many other word-
saiths; and there would be many chapters of padling with the characters
passing tine with irrelevant but space-filling conversations. Yhis output
continucd unabated for about ecight yecars, and in all that time paynent
renained at & miscerable 10/- per thousand worls!

Uhilst Fanthorpe's output made him no fortune. Rober Silverberg
vas a prodigious carner from his corlicst uwritaing Cays. In the ‘ays of the
pulps onc was considered 'one of the ¢lan' on passing the miliion-words—a.
year nark. Silverberg passed that in his sccend full year (1956). I
maintained this for a decale, writing for all fields. Indecd the yoar 1962/3
saw the production of 1.9 million words spread over 45 books and 'storiesl
Sven when one allows for writing cvery ‘ay, that is still over 5,000 words a
day, and it is most unlikely that Silverberg wrote cvery day. (5000 words
is about 20 double-spaccd pages of quarte paper) Indeed, he recalls in his
essay in lell's Cartographcrs (Yeidenfeld & Hichelson 1975) that he orly
worled a five~day weck at that time, and 2 five hour -lay, and spent weeks on
holilay, Taking this into account ncans he was writing at a constant 30
words a Minutee

And so we cote to Barry Malzberg. Just as 3ilverberg sceucd to be
in every magozinc in the late 1950s, so appearcd Malzberg in the carly 1970s
as well as novcls shooting out like sparks from a Catherine vheel. In his
cssay about Silverberg in the April 9% TF&SF Malzberg boasted that he held
the record for novel writing., I askoed Malzberg about this specifically, ané
he gave the following details in a letter written in September 1977 ¢

“I wrotc & non~sf novel in 16 hours on the 13th-t4th Fenruary 1969.
(3toping for meals and sleep). 60,000 words long it wawm published two
menzlis later, Under ne circumstances will I livulge its title or pseudonyn
eVer.,.

5C,000 words in 16 hours is owver 60 words per winute., Sce if you
can naintain that speei for cven an hour. One wonders what the final
quality of that book vas.

iialzberg continucd to state that Phase IV, a novelisalion of tac
£ilm, was written in three Jays in July 1975, Ghere Malzberg hed no
plotting or charactorisation to worry about, but alapting a novel froon a
film is not that simple. sActions taken for granted on the screens still
have to be described, scenes scet, characters ecstablished. Try creating
different characters yourself so that they don't all read alike and talk
alili¢...and Qo it at 60 worlds a ninutce

I think perhaps, once we've reached this kind of record, it's
wise to draw the linc. That is of course, as Glyn Worsnip would say,
U sesiplese yov know otherwise,!

Mike hAshley
July 1970



MAY4A 15. 24/Ah pp. & iss. £1.50. Rob Jaclkson, 71

: King John St., Newc. On Tyne. Fhotelith,
plenty of excellent art, letters, material by Tob
Shaw, Peter ifeston, and a row between Ted 'Vhite and
Charles (Twisher)Platt., No argument, Britain's
best fanzine...and a greal cover.

FARRAGO 7 44/Al4 pp.mineo., trade/Loc/75¢ from Jonn

Brazier, 1455 Fawnvalley Drive, St. Louis.
Mo. 63131. Triendly, variegated art, items on the
theatre, TV and terrorism, interview, etc. ALl good
stuff and something for everyonec,

THRU BLACK HOLES 42/Qto.pp £1.00 an iscue from
Michael Roden, 982 Whiteoak Rd., Cinti.
‘ Ohio 45245, One of the best produced
mimeo zines I've seen in years. Pieces on Black Holes,electronis music,
fiction, and very good artwork, puzale, and a bacover of space stamps.

UNIFAIT,1 1%/alpp mimeo, Ellen Pedersen & Niels Dalgaard, Horsekildevej 13,
’ IV adr 3, DK - 2500, Valby, Demmark. Trade or LOC. Aldiss inter-
view, huitour,Danish news...and a badly drawn cover as the only art®.

FANTY MNILL IV 24/A4 photo-lith pp £1.00/issue. Dan Joy, 3815 ‘hispering Lane,

alls Church, VA 22041, Beautifully produced, plenty of good art,
personal news,con news,fiction, reviews,interview, poetry & LOCs. ©Otill
searching for a personality...but it'l) get there quick.,

GANUET SCRAY BOOK 5 28/Qto mimeo pp. Dave Cockfield, 57 Wilsom Ct., lebburn
T ne & Wear, No illos, picce on Kevin Williams and the IIC, con

report,humour, local restaurants, weight training. As you may guess, very
fanrish, and rather in-group...but fun of you know the participants.,
ROUMLIOL 22/23 40/Qto. Photolith pages. Excellcontly illustrated. 25,50 for:

ten dssues from Brian Thurogood, Wilma Rd., Ostend, Waihelie Island,
Hanrcolsd Gulf, BET ZBALAMD, A superd fanzine..rceviews,; letters, comuent,ncws
This iscuo has a special 18 page 'Futurcs' scction, You also get pop nusic
itoms: and man y other items. VERY HIGHLY RECCQIMENDED

QUIDBLE 2, 20,Qto. Photolith pages, profusely (and well) illustrated,

- <0 price given..but I'd sugpest a letter and say 25p (I4's worth
MUQH more), to LLE Kjrkbride, 42 Green Lane, Bellevue, Carlisle, Cumbria,-
This one h?s articles, letters, 'adverts!, music, cartoon, verse, fiction,
...qi;. _Jeck, this is getting monotonous...but yet aguin,..,anothex IIGILY
RECOIL.IIID:D fanzine, Incidentally, the editor draws very well, ¥oo.

IT CCMEs IIN TifT MATIL 28 (and last) sone 40 well mimeod pages devoted to all
the fenzines (notes such as these) and letters which have thumped
through ided Dreoks'! letter box in the last year.,.however, he mentions that
a further zine will be forthcoming...so drop him a line ag 713 Paul £t.,°
Newport llews, Va 23605, USA, This one is good,..s0 stake your claim now .
ASH UTIIIG 23, 52/"to pp, mineo; LOCS/trades, from Frank Denton, 14654 &Pk,
© Aye 3, Seattle, WA 98166, Nice assortment on personal notes,
reviews, colrient,letters, fiction and so on. 4 nice friendly ziae with the
editoris personality coming through well., This one is a bit delayed, Dbut
worth waitias for. Plenty of art, some controversy..and even a bhit about

life in Australia...what more could you put in a fanzine ?
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Terry has asked ne for o few words

on what it's likce to be a Il

VA AS - ALH £ burgeoning young writer,
along with sone advice for hopeful
neophytes. In compliance with
that request, sone of my
experiences in the literary mines
fhliovaeoo

I began writing for publication
because T didn®t know any hetter.

B Now I don't nican that facctiously;
Sy JU if I had stopped t¢ thinl: about
Ao fo it, I would have recalised that
{g I wasn't capable of writing

anything publishable back in

e

e
TJeewesT——

1969 when I decided to do a short feature for tac local weckly paver. DBut I
didan't stop to think (I never do anyway). Instead I composed a horribly
written piece on the history of postage stamps (tying it in with the recceat
risc in postal rates) and subnitted it to the editor of the MILFORD
ADVERDICTR,

The was delighted with it and put it in a promincnt spyol in the
next cdition much to my ego's delight. I was so inpressed by ry achievenent
that I began writing on a recgular basis for that paper and several others
for almost a year., The continual publication did a lot for my coniidence
and norc importantly, improved my writing skills (for which thanlk Ghu).
Fortunately for my writing carcer, I didn't leanr until several ycars later
that editors of weckly papers arc always strapped for naterial to fill extra
spacc, and T will publish almost anythinge...idike I said, I was writing
paaalze L didn't know any better.

Dut ny writing did improve, and about that tine I devecloped a
really readable style I lost intcrest., (frabably because I realised just
how bad thosc first fow articles wev+, and was too cmbarrassced to continue,)

In 1972, however, the nuse again called, I was mucking about the
local bookstore one day, mentally grousing at the lack of SF, when I canc
across a neavy volume titled ‘Mritcr's Market! Hruomae « I thought; wonder
if this is ahout making moncy...sure could usc somec. Yos, it was about
naking 7B1ONTYSY S My Gawd! PLAYBOY paying B2000 for an article ? 1500
bock advance ? 5¢ por werd frou SNALOG 2?2 Yessir, sign mc up. I bought the
bool, took it home and memorised it, and scarched out the magazine URIMER'S
DIG:ECT, recommended therein.

(That's right - it took cold cash to bring out the frustrated
writer in this fan! ,.and don't laugh about WRITER'S DIGEST: Larry lfiven
says hc got startcd taking the “Famous \riferst Correspondence Course,, ie
also Crovped out when they began the lessons on characterisatiolecess.



% month later, I received a small white envelope in the nail from
a macazine called MODERN PEOPLE. After two' ether rcjections; a short

huticr. us piece was purchased by them for #10 ! Visions of a huge income
dance? in my hecad, and I proceeded to inundate MP and numcrous other naga-
zines witl menuscripts, confident that ny nailbox would soon be everilowing
with small white cnvelopes. 0f couwxse, all I got werc large brown envelopes
-~ rcjccted pmaterial. Undaunted, 1 analysed the situation and extracted two
great truths: 1, Editore didn't likce the essays and humour 1 was scndings
and 2. Snall cnvelope 8 arce good news - large envelopes in the hox are had
nows. Armed with that knowledge, I decided to try writing soncthing &fferent
.. what? LF, of coursc.

The storices I sen: cut cover the next few wecks were horrible,
naturally, since I had never befcre attempted writing fiction. &I1 were what
Goorpe Scithers callls 'Tomate Surprise' -- you know, the ones where yeu find
out that the aliens talking over giant loudspeskers to an earthling on &
nourtain~top are actually talking tc lMoses, and he thinks theyire Godeea L
even pade the mistake of asking cwe cditor - who shall remain anonyilous ~
for any comments er criticisms on a story I'd subnitted, His only redly was
tho word "Sorry' scrawled across the first page of the story. %o this day,
I7m still not certain whether he was referring te the guality of the story,
or sinply oxpressing his regreiSee..

Maving thoroughly bombed out on fiction and essays (and not being
interested in writing poctry for 3¢ per poen), I dccided to revert to
articlos. A wise decision, that, since ny self confidence, writing-wisc,
was virtuslly non-existent. The only thing that had kept wme going wes the
story about how Ray Bradbury wrote for thrce yecars hefore being published
(and then only in the Sunday supplement of 2 newspaper). But I wasn't c¢uite
willing to wait three ycars nysclf. So I began writing magazine articlcs on
the theory that if I'd done it before I could do it again. (Of ceurse I
alvays sent out the standard guery letter first, which is handy since it
the clitor @ c¢hance to tell you why he doesn't want your bit without your
having to go to thc trouble of writing it.)

The theory provel valid, and before long I was having vo file
separate tax forms for ny writing incouc. Over the ensuing five year period,
T sold scores of aryicles to tabloids, Sunday magazinc scctions, nen's
nagazines, etc. Dven managed to sell a few csseys and shar t hunour picces,
as ‘well as ghost-write 2 portion of a book,

Dut that's not all. Five year's after I began writing with intent
to sell, the score also includes two SF storics in ASIMOV'S (One anthologe
iscd), and a book for SF course instructors to be published ncxt year, In-
the worl:s arc a novel, a book for beginning writers, and sonc norc storics.
as well as the usuwal articles, cte. ({ Including an excellent *future!
article in STARLOG 15... Bd.) -




1%
The reason for nmy telling you about ny track record is to lend sonme
validity to any sage wisdom that might be lurking herein, and to point out
something I consider interesting. Despite regular publication, and teaching
courses in creative writing, I still do not derive all of my incone from
writinz. There are, & you doubtless know, relatively few people who nale
their livings writinge. My own theory on this is that therc is so much
competition that it's almost impossible to sell cnough quentity-wise. The
key iz to make it all in one lump (or three or four lumps) with big sales
of a book or two.
Which lcads me to a bit of advice
for anyone considering taking up
writing profcssionally - to paraphrase
Gene Wolfe, the best advice I can
give a beginning writer is
R simply '"Don®t®, (I agree
AOR
g P
A

with Gene's theory that
anyone who can possibly
be disuaded from
writing should he.
That way, it's that
nuch wore for us,
heh, hch,
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% If you don't take the preceding

li QQY? s kI " advice, then the next best bit of advice I can
jé?vé%ﬁ 1 f;é ~ give you is "Write', You can read about
= .1 = writing, talk to writers, and think about
ﬂ?ﬂ“&f writjng all you want, but nonc of these activities will be

as valuable and useful as just applying the seat of your
pants %o a chair and writing. Beyond that, Jdon't take rejections persomally.
be persistent, and don't be offonded if an editor aska you for a re-writc.

Oze¢ final word; ycu may have heard of “writcer's blowki, Don't
worry about coming down with that ailment; it's casily cured by doing a
little Tanwriting . . « and new that I've had ny dose, I'll get back to the
novel seces
{( Michael A Banks -~ From The Wilds of OHIO )

20333 0XYI A IE0AIRINEN 3 AR 13222 2202232 270 34 AN WIUIRF I AL 1D XLK) 1308
Support TAFF & GUFF

mEmoSSmssss=InoRSTooos And if you have any Joubt ar to the best people
to voic fere...

Suzanne Tomphins for TAFF
&
Eric Lindgsay for GUFF

VOT@OTGOT

VOT e
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AT, ,if yon want a2 mood book shop, when in 3SHEFFIELD, visit Peter Hamerton's

SPACT CNIRE AT 485 London RA., Sheffield..for everything connected with

SF, astronomy, and spacee...bocks pictures, conics, nmodels, cards, clc. etce.



At

Wherein a sarple section of the
incoming mail is displayed. Onee
again, the top LOC (FIV: extremely
interesting pages, fron “whicli only
a few excerpts can be squeezed in
here, come from i
Rog Pile
46 Trenoweth Estate
North Country,
Redruth, Cornwall.

"tWhen Is A Robot Not A
Robot?' I was able to play about
with the three laws you: formulated
and have come ta the conclusion
that my tape-recorder..which has
the requisite sensory input, plus
a basic decision making device and
the ability to act on it (it
decides when to switth cff at the
end of the tape) iz & robot, no
less., {(I'm not so sure..that
thing doesn't switch it on...and
the 'off' switch is not a function of the inpnt... it will record an hour of
silence..or cut off in mid sentence)) Also of course, the cooker has a
sensory device..a thermostat..and a timer, plus the ability to switch itselfl
on and off. The timer is rather temperamental so food is often overcooked
or otherwise and generally unfit for human consumption...whichh I suppose is
in direct contradiction to the First Law of Robotics? Maybe I shouldn®t
call the lectridty Board when it goes wrong, but Susan Calvin. You've
made a zood job of the White interview (something I'll confess I'd thought
was done to death by far too many fan editors), which actually brought one
or two new facts to light. This, along with Recent Reading, is the only
judtification for this issue of ERG. The reason it succeeds, I suppose is
you've conccntrated on the author's fannish past and the influences which
led up to his professional present...so that we're able to read about such
obscure, yet interesting things such as his early attempts at linocutting.
The caricatures for the article, too are among the best I've séen from you
yet,. particularly the priceless sketch depicting the youthful, bespectacled
ihite clutching 'My F'rst Story', at the centre of a ring of applauding fene.

Alan Durns I must say I can't seec a lot of difference betwecen the

19 The Crescent brush stencil and any other ({(ah, but if you were a lady
Wallsend brush stencil....)) Whon writing seriously, I attcupted
Tyne & lizar unsuccessfully to use another word for robot, and invented

Auteoid, because as you'll admit, Kapek didn't intend ais
robots to be thought of as devices full of relays and so forth. #actually, he
did a great dis-service to all automatic devices wher he reused tne Frank-
enstein syndrome, people are always ready to suspeet what they don't under~
stand and will believe the worst., I know of a factory which produced boiled
ilinseed oil. It was fitted with about the first thermostatic controls used in
England., DBy night, there was only a night watchman on duty, and no fail~safe
upit., The thermostats went on the blink, he retired smartly and called the
fire brigade and went for a cup of tea while they tried to put out the
blazing factory.
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e Noveitbor 1978, Pol r d Fant
itber ish Scicnce [Miction and Fantas
Kozponti Tudounanyos In Noveitber 1978, Po ctio sy

= - Club organises 1st Science Fiction3in Jocialist
§;1?§° ﬁéﬂzﬁﬁ;t 8 Countries from fans, writers, editors and othar &F
) specialists, If you are interested in convention,
please write to the organiser :- Andrzej Prusazynski, 61/19 rue Odynca,
02~6k4 Vlarsawa, Poland~-POLSKI, Write in English, Russian, German. Dlease
inforn all your friends, regards. Hanos Kis. kv ¥ vakx e QONVENTION 21111

Janos IKis,

Keith Seddon Cover 2 It looks OK man! It looks like what it's supposed
Vind Auga fo be..and that!s what counts, eh? «. 1 always thought
2 Juciis ave, Spark plugs looked like satellitesss I still thialk CONTENTS

Watford, 1LIRTS on the cover is 2 good idea., It makes it a much easier job

to find that faveuvrite iten ycu read, The boolz reviews
seen to have changed (( Well, they were differcnt books.)' T find them cosier
to read and get the inpression you are helning us to decide which bocks
could be worth reading.

Mike Ashley Recadable and interesting as ever. I find I turn to the

% Thistlebank reviews and flick through then first these days because ‘you
Waldexrslade keep them so curreat ((Always in the stream of things)), and
Chathan they're so interesting that I find thenm ccnpelling. (((anka))
Kent, You frequently include books I've just read or am wondering

about, and it's good %o knew how ybur views go. I ncarly

always agrec, though don't concur with your statement that Drunaer's,
Traveller In Black stories aren't nenorable, I read the stormes in their
original magazinc publication and found them very menorable. {(({ ithich of
coursa 1is the essence of the thing..l try to give an idea of what a book
is about without making ny own tastes part of the comment...just a sort of
added. note as a rcadcr guide...obviously we can't all like the same, ao it's
particularly checring to have people like you appreciate this))). I've just
bougat 'The Ophiuchi Hotline and your review nas truly whetted ny aphetite.

Your ecitorials arc always thought-provoking, and as I rcad through your
dissertation on robets I found myself thinking that in effcet a toaster is a
rovot (s I said, it all depends on how you define ‘rebot'))) SF readurs have
becone rather brainwashed over the years into autonmatically picturing a robot
as hunanoid, so I constantly renind gyself of Tony Boucher's usuforms in
'Q.U.R." and 'Rebinc®. These arc basic units to which can be added a variety
of sclf-operating tools. These are almost already with =35, and I'u sure in a
few decades, they'll be cverywhere. The tninking-reascning robot a la Simak
or fsimov is another matter centircly and when, if , they come about I don't
thine robot would be a satisfactory term...they'll probably be named after
the firm or invento: that narkets them...just as we call vacuun cleaners
‘hoovers' thesc days. ({( Sounds reasonablc.,.Gonelecs!, maybe 272)

David Todd The robot Zrgitorial was quite well donme, could have done
12 Castle Dan with another page or twa verhaps, but what was there I
Tow Law liked. Don't know about your argunent for a toaster as a
Bishop Huckland robet, it docs have & sensery input, i.c. heat, but it
Co Durhen doesn't make a decidion to do or not to do..it has to pop

up the toast when a certain level of heat is reached,.it
can't suddenly decide not to. (It has to deecide when that heat level ks
reached though...just as an Asimov 'thinking robei! nust decide when to save
a human.,.here agaein, it can't decide not to...so where’s the dif-erence 2?)))
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Macdonald & Janes 33,95,
i ar s 3
M BT _ riginally a short
i novel, 'By Any Other laue!,

|

";u ,! ‘ ,Lng;‘;!';rm ﬁgcgmg in the Nov.1975 Analogs. This
JH m;* %m” is the story of Isham Stone
| !y e : in a post holocaust America,

This time, tiie chaos was
¢ caused by a scicntist who
invents a virus which gives
mankind a hundred timos more
powerful sense of suell, To
add to Man's problaeus, there
is also the appearance of
) the M”skies..an etiereal ,
:”:ﬁ%’ plasma race alin to the Vitons
JaEgas of 'Sinister BDarrier,
Robinson has expanded
the s imple story of how
Stone finds his lifelong
enany is really his father...and then added much, much zore to show how
Stone Lecomes a go-betweon for Man and Muskic, aided by a few drugs. Ishanm
becones Bess-man from eriminal a bit quickly, tut otherwise I thinl: you will
find this a plecasant, if not award-winning yarn.
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David Tdndsay to bear two small, violet apples. /hen eaten,

Sidguiclk & Jackson £5,50 they drastically change the lives of two young
people. To revesi more would disclose all,

This isnft sf, and is barely fantasy. Written some fifty years ago, it is

of two yeung romances in the days of 2600 a year fortunes, dressing for

dinner and stiff upper lips. The style is gentle and delicate, but I can't

really se: it as other than a slightly dated romance

0 ST APPTE . . .,
THE_VIQLIT LPPIE 4 600 year old seed is planted and grows quickly

g&%+§§k§%+£$9£$gg Far off in an alternate universe reached via travel
Brian Griffin through a Black Hole, the Cne Mind dominates: all Xife in
Robert llale &3,95  that region. It plans to take over this univorse as
well, so sends a three-man gestalt personality to lead
humanity into the correct path to open the way to its powers. The (mega
Projoet is to send a star ship from Terra and in some way, this will male
final the linkkage. However, therc is another power also striving to Lead
its minions to domination and so things get complicated, This is one of
those yarns which some will ove, others loathe, taking as it does of part
hardececre, part Hew Wave styles. The plot is invelved and following it
demands morec thon averagge attention, so take it steadily for full enjoyment,

NEW SF ROI{ ROBERT HALE LTD. The Epping Pyramid by C.Cooper..4 galactic
jmmigran! offors his services..but things go astray,.

Greon Hailstounes by N,Hall..A Welsh town vanished overnight..into space.
Pupitive From Time by Philip E. HIgh ..he had faculties and memories which

he gouldnlt explaiNeese. £34,95 cach title




1?7
OIL-PLAIEY A future time in whichk Corbloc and Capbloc are at war. for
Michael Slder 0il. G luseekink ships from each Bloc have crashed on an
Robert liale £3,95 oil rieh planet. (This was the story, 'OIL-SEEKER), néw
tfie twa bands unite for survival, but afier two years,
warships arrive frert the rival states and they are faced with the idea of

reswling their old liveses.and warfare . .
2 © onet € 114 be interested {o know if the

author is really a wouwian, as thc story scems to be written frou such an
angle. I particularly cnjoyed the encounter/seduction between Sergei and
Caroline. However, the dencuenent scemed far too naive for the implacable
behaviour attribnted to the warriag nations,

TAE NIGUT OF KADAR

As a completely automated starship nears a suitable
Garry Kilworth planet af*er a thcuvand years of travel, its embxyo
Paber &4.95 tanks begin to grow, educate and awaken their contents.
w At this crucial mement, an alisn influence nmaltes & drastic
change in the proccdure, Tae star ship lands, unloads its humans, then
dismantles itself fo provide equipment, As the colonists set up home, they
find they are on »n island, start a bridge to the mainland, then have %o
cope with strange creatures and their powers, attacking husanoids, and the
harassment of the ‘Manipulators?. Mr Kilworth has given his colonigts Arab
origins sn# qulture,.and has done it superbly well. Characters come alive,
are credible and with believable motives and actions from opening sentence
to final full stopm. The plot develops neatly, always gripping, and nevex
predictublo..with no annoying "oose ends to irritate the reader, I'd rate it
oxcollenta..and worthy of Award naminati e, For me it was tep level writing.

UNDER A CALCULATING STAR Jchn Morrisey

Sidgwick & Jackson £4.50

Really a three part
Story telling the destinies of space pirate Kian
Jorry, and his hepshman, Axxol. First, Jorry
takes his notley crew to the planet Boro§
ThaddOj, a quarantined world, where a logendary
treasure is guarded by murderous traps which
decimate Jorry's crew. Then comes an interlude
in which Axxol organises a slave rebellion and
axodus in scarch of a new werid, and finally,
Jorry and Axxol each mect with adventures and

their different fates. .
Fascinating pecople and

p’Aaces, almost naive at times with rather gentle
parates. iis gne might o)1 - have coue fron. the
Golden Age of SF. All the magic is thoere, but

I would have preferred morc of the problens'and
traps of the Borog-Thaddoi citadel to tha later
intrigues which at times seemed just a bit too
easily cxccuted.

Put quibbles asidc and read this
as a highly entertaining adventure across::the
canvas of strange worlds.

Reviewed next issue...two Sidgwick [ Jackson’
titles,. ANARCHISTIC COLOSSUS., A.d.van Vogt, and
SURVIVOR. .0ctavia B, Butler, Z24.50 eacl.
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TIRE

T== . ..Mankind has destroyed Earth and found refuge in the under-.
Henry Kutiner . waten Keeps of the old model.Venus. Sam Reed, mutilated ap
Haglyn O0p.;- birth by a grief maddened father grows up to fight against’

the Tmmortals who :disapprgve of his plan to colonise the
surface of Venus...then at eighty, Sam firds he too, is an Immortal. From’
a 1¢47 Astounding, this is a vintage oldie which still retains all iis
original inpact and readability. Hamlyn label this as 'New in Paperbackf,
but ¥ have a strolig feeling another house iszued it in this format several
years ‘hack...nevertheless it remains a must ‘for all SF lovers.

PLUAS . ofPLAIN  This is a collection of one hundred questions posed to Dr,.
E“ - T Asimov, ard answered by him in the pages of 6cien0e Digest.
saac Asimov - = . '
Coronet 85p They cover such diverse topics as number theory, astronomy’

Earth’s future. particle physics,gravity, relaczvzty, rIL

parity; and the death of the dinosaurs..to name but a few. £Hn excellent
handbook which gives.you a quick answer to many a problem without haviag to
wade through a heavy encyclopedia dissertation. Recommended. -

THE STOCHASTIC MAN

________________ Lew Nichols can predict the future on the bhasis of
Ropert .ilverberg trends rather than discrete events, and iu hired to lead
Coronet uOp politician Quinn to the Presidency. ThenCarvajal oones

on the scene, he can SEE the future, including his own
death, Together they supply Quinn with the dines he must follow to ensure
that desiiny is fulfilled. 4 bit heavy'cn the usual side sex, Lut still a
goody entertvaining..and sometimess puzzling yarn. Illaybe an award winner 2°?

SKYLARIC ) VALERON -
:g_Hlaugt _________ Arch-villain, 'Blackie' DuQuesne gains Fenachrone skills

EeBeSmith Fhd, and sets out to hold Tarth to ranson, 3eaton and Crane

Panther 75p step in,and along the way, encounter a race of dwellers
in another dimension, aid Vsleron against attacliing

Chlora and finally corner DuQuesne, Forty years old, naive by modern ideas,
but nevertheless, Smith's 0ld@ space opera still has gosh,wov and plenty of
the action and sense o1 wonder which made sf popular enough to survive into
its ‘present form, : I*1ll wager that he can s+%ill held his readers ¥oung or
old, either from nostalgia,.or sheer excitement. Me, I lap it up.

q
SQE_§QQQQ§—£2~QQX§E;B&QE Goldin writing 'with S.E.Smith', again omploys the

Stephen Goldin dtAlembert family to foil a plot by Lady A aimbg
PANTH R 65p at disrupting a Royal wedding and killing off
loyal nobility. 5th in the series, this brings
in Pias Bavol and.Yvonne Roumernier (affianced of Yvette & Jules d'Alembert
,respectively), L ng.on azction, but short on plot, the agents perform their

usual intrepid actions as they counter the threat to the Empire. v
< -

EgEBEEQs An- 80+ page, factual account of the history,T% .

K, ifessenger achievements and technique.of hang-gliding. R

R.Pesfson Quartp-sized, and on glossy paper carrying. g ~

a superlative set of photos and drawings, ‘this
is a 'must! for anyone interested, even if only at (4A
the armehair level, in this fast growing sport. Vritten in layman'$
languwagoe, 1. Zgund it enthralling, and at the price, I don't know how Corgi
manage to do ik,

Corgl £%.,50
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== : BEI§=L ‘The planet ienaes has becen mis-governed by Terra

Poul Anderson and is ripe for revolt. Firstling Ivar Frederiksen
Corgi O5v flees after an abortive attack on a nilitary convoy
and meets with @ nomadic tribe, the oflfer of heing
the focus ¢f. revolt, and a winged alien. Also complicating things, is the
master spy. 'Aycharayeh' from the Flandry tales, andé rumonrs of a returan of
the '0ld Ones'®, All of which gives the new Commissioner a tough problenm,
This one is as complicated as all get out..but never dull - or predictable.

FAR QUT This is one of those raritys, an anthology (13 tales)
= —————— in which every single one is GOCD. They date irom
ﬁZ’:ﬁﬁe;“l;aE;pum gop  Knight's 1950-60 cra and inclade T0 SERVE HAll, the

. o cookbook item; CABIN BOY humend tarpped on an alien

ship, IDIOT STICK,alien corstruction methods and a

load of otiers..pick at random, they are all e¢xcellent. This is one of ny
treasured hardcover colle ctions, but iw naperback, you get a much betier
cover by Chris Moore, then Tony Palladino's effort on the '61 Book Club
version., Duy it for yourself ..or as a present (and read it bhefore giving)

Tﬁ“ QHEI:_#fJICP Fifth in the 'Hooded Swant! series. Boss-man Charlot and

Brlan ~tavleford a couple of aliens want Grainger to land the Swan on
Pan, wOp Mormyr, a strom-ridden gas pgiant., Grainger refuses
after on abortive attempt...but then a gun and boub-
carryin- maniac takes over, tlie Swan is forced t¢ land...and a giant ship
equipved with an alien weapon is salvaged. This time, Grainger's mind
parazite -alkes a bigger hand and thc story proves ore of the better Swans!

SYAIT SUNG 6th (and possibly the last ?7)  Seterge. i
2o = in the Swan series. Grainger, now -
ﬁ:i&ﬂcéfabIOford free of Charlot, is hounded by the
5 VR Caradoc Company, bailed out by Charlai P
and induced to undertake a mission tarough the Nightingale 5
Nebula into another universe. 1 find Grainger an un sympathetie [N .
character, a:d one who never seems to have any free will - always being A%
pressuriced into actions against his will. This time, he loses all such
external (end internal) effects, sc if thare is a 7th, he'l) be his own man,
RO O ®
IONOTIOL S SHILIRON  Gramiled be The gunwhales with no less than 10 fop-level
Ed, Isaac Asinmov Stories, ecach one centering on 2 child, They can see
Orbit ~1.25 another dimension; eschew wizadry in favour of account-
ancy (a duvilish kind); employ telepathy,(Telzey is
here with a e¢rest-cat); or cause things to vanish by mind power, There are
telekinetics, absnet-minded-genius children, levitators, and mental monsters.
You will neeci time-travellers tending future rulers and the superbly lovely
'Cabin Boy' of Damon Knight. Oh yes, ‘names' are here by the carload, but
forget 'em, this is simply a superb, delightful 400+ pages with not a single
stinker in the lot. My only quibble is the cut-price use of a Foss. cover
originally used on Haldeman's ‘Mindbridge!. Othenwise, RECCMMENDED !

(About that FPoss cover....this practice seems to be happening more often
thesc days,,..dust-jackets from hardcovers are turning up on the paper
backs. I sup ose it is an cconomy weasure, but does the artist get
paid anything for second usage ? +o2nd what do the artist's unions
thinl: of the watter ? If you know, perhaps you'd write and tell me)
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neSsnZzsocis Once in a while, along comes a book which every -I writer
Stephen Nosen  cught to have on his shelves..this is one. Don't let the
Corgi &1.95 price intimidate you...this one is a biggy. 535 vages..each

20x13 cus. closely printed and plenty of line illustrations,
Its ten chanters (Medicine, Power,Food, Saciety etc.,) are packed with brief
essa’s on the latest advances in jost 2bout vvery f{ield of humean intérest.
Cancer research, nuclear watches, computer games, cloning, heclograms, plus
many more¢. Lhe book doesn't just tell you what has been done..it tells you
what is likely to be done next, A4s I say, every SF writer ought to huve a
copy...and so should every ST recader...Highly Recommended $1TI111}

™ TRAK e .
?§§_§9,K it PRANK:EERBEEE Right at the other end of the parerbaclk price

Panther 60p scale..and equally good value for money, is this ten-
story (ex-magazine) collection. Herbert is onc of my

fakourite authors, and here he covers adaptive colonisation, Tk powers,

alien control of humanity, the fight against a travelling plague and quite

a fow others., Some long, some short, but all having that tightly plotted

credibility whiech is the hallmark of the master writer..and of Frank Herbert.

THR DIC.0 T30 IAL MAN

sDoE=——Sno==ozm=ss=c= For my taste, Asimov will never write a great story,
Isaac Asimov but to balance that, I can’t recall catching him out
Panther OSp. with a bad one, His tales are workwallike, pleasing

and frequently very good. Here are 11 (plus a scrap
of verse) many of them on robots, others on undersea development, uass
nurder, and oven one on where Gernsback got the title fimazing'.. aud one
delicicus little creepy, which hints that maybe robots can ..and will,; get
round that first Law. As I said, nothing preat...but all entertainding,

==_—_==::=====::====:==:= Leiber on a world vhere Gerrﬂany won 1_!_";.']; the C’.‘ld
Bd, Ursula X, LeGuin of the Forever War from Haldemarn; rcbot revenge
Corgi 95p by Zelazny; then Peler Nicholis talks anout Sk
there's a tale about an immortzl tchild'. .ildison
tells of a man wno doubled, Reamy has a picce about magic and wish fulfill-
ment, a strange time story, Vonda McIptyre writes of SF and for a bonus you
get a lis tan of all Nebulsz Lwards from 1965-75. My favourite was 'lione Is
The Iangman’; but your tastes may djiffer,..but don’t worry, with 250 pages
for your 95p, it's still a far better buy than most prozines.
0

TUX 4136 Actually, Lucas did the screcmplay (with Walter Q':§
ffeorge Lucas lurch), Ben Bova wrote it into a novel - and a }F}
Panther 752 good one too. A cradle~to-grave domirating /

society, but more futuristic and girmicky than \&
198%, <Citizens are controlled by drugs and robot police. i
THX 11386 indulges in the aime of Sexact, and is scon 1mprlsoneuL
He escapes and his pursuit makes the longest part of an cnthralll
book. Oh, there are anomalies...humanity is so jam-packed it w\\

has pedes»rlanugams, restrictions as to where one nay go and \ s
vhat one may do.. yet Bova introdyces 8 lane hipghways end rouhct-\ \&

exhaustced cars powered by nuslear engines. Total TV surveillances, ; spa
and drug-scdated children ciash with actors in plays showing hou @2" ——
to circurtvent authority. Minor quibbles really, I thoroughly enjoyed it,
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HESSHI=S MM THE STARS : - : - . -
momssicsooisrzosba==zo== This is NOT a pscudo-science item, but a sober,

Tan Ridpath factual investigation of the probabilitics ol there
Fontana 9Y0p being life elsewhere in the universe..and can we céntact it.

It emanines possibilities within the Solar Sy sten, devotes
an interdsting chapter to the Mars lander expe riments, then moves on bo space
colonies, starship exploration and comuunication attempts to date (Ozne ete)
plus a lool: at possible future methods. The author also locks at paszible
results of contact; debunks von Daniken and casts cold water on many U0
tsightings'. ALl in all, a pleasing and eunterteining worke...acd one which
ought to stimulate wmuch thinking.

BLACK EQOLL 3 . .

BLACK EOLLS When a workins scientist (&nd sf writer) sets out to make
Jerry lournelle an anthology with Black loles as its theme, one eXpects
Orbit 95p something out ol the orlirary. Pournelle does the job

superlatively., Not only do you get i3 excellent stories by such stars as
liven, Bretnor, (yes, Papa Schimmclhern gets in the act) and Pournelle
hinself, but you also get no less then four avticles in simple layman's
lanpguage uhich explain what the thewne is all cbout...2 great colloction and
for my umoney, has only one slight flaw...il also contains two 'voens®.
QL. i Tuiff ARLS  After establishing a Mertiaun colony, the USA. has slipred
Gene ‘‘oLfe bacl: to a ncar-agrarian sccizty where science is scorned.
Fontana ,30p Predatory animals roam at night (thongh they rest up a hit
after Chapter 1.) A virtual dictator is in power, and small
town teaciier, John Castle tries to join resistaance force ARUS heing raised
by bartians who come and go as they please. Plenty of acticn. but lacking
in plausihility for thosc who like &)l the ends neat and tidy.

CILifi  J3AR

o Cinnabar is a strange future city, where time spirals in to
Edward Bryant its centre and passes nore quickly the nearer you approacli,
Fontana 75p Here is a delightful,; ncar-fantasy collection relating the

adventures of its inhabitants ~ a reconstructed sharlk,
falbricated humans.,.and animals, sex-star Tenrerialine and her wman the scientist
Obregon, Then there's the city-ruling conputer,Terminex; a time~travellier;
Cougar Lou, future Robin Hocd, and many others. I theroughly enjoyed the
gcentle apiroach.,.all the joys of Bradbury or Ballard, without their faults.

el 11 Decadent, tour operating world Larmon re-discovers
David Dvoricin Zarth, and scends a spaceshin crew {(including Hash,
Methuen tilagnua! 95n an orirologisi) to prerare the planct for large scale

tourist iavasion..which invoelves killing off the
natives, Gbash defeets, helps the natives to discover a hidien base, ars
cache ard a starship, This all helps to evea up the odds wheh the Lart.on
fleet cones in for the finish. Mai ve at ©itez, often using impossible
coincidence, this is still a light, pieasant, an’ even fun type novel. If
you'lre not a hard-core puricst, this could be For you,

T'_." 1 i

mE¥Tanut Amnesiac Profeszor Najsnith is framed by two tino-trive-
Qamon hand ik ellers and forced to accoupany thenm into a futnre where
danlyn JOp aliens, gnomes and a slave sccicty are beset by a

. nonster Zuge MNaiswmith neets the menster, a time barrier
1s erected, and he meets a strange destiny. Tuis one rcai's exactly Like a
van Vogt novel with all his twists and bafflement,..there's even a ten day
poisonns I'd be dinterested to hear if anyous knows of & connection.
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MET_ iR ICS LS Tifth in tae superbly produced Star Trek Fotonovel series.
- ' This tisie, Kirk and his men, together with Comitisioner
Nancy Hedford are kidnapped by an energy being to provide

Corgl Lantam 95p

" companions for 150 year old castaway which it has rejuvenated. “'is series

is the next best thing to seeing the ST shows once again...and you cax run
thea avain as often &s you wish.

THE_L1LiER IICH Tn this 15 story collection, Ms Reed scintillates on a
e B "7 variety of near-fantasy themes with brilliant efTect. You

by
< {
i v 3%

meet the family which tends 'The Vine' from cradle to death,
then there's the Laby that kept growing, & lovely satire on
wonen's 1ib, another on house-proud ladies and a creeny picce about a hossy
sociol worler who pesters an old lady after her children have 'f£lovm the
nestt. Picl: where you like, they are a2ll! sheort..and very nuch to the noint,

PHE 1EIGL FRGOTIOR

-1
Corgl 9%p.

2==z= For those (like me) who firmly believe in the credo that
Gerard X, O'Neill we must continue on work in space, this hool: dle & breatlh
Corgi 95, of fresh air. Well and comprehensively illsutrated, it

sets out to describe just why and how mankiand should set

about building colonies on gigantic orbital stations. The author scens to
have done his sums, but has written for the layman..and for ay part, hé has
firmly convinced me that his schemes are feasible., It is enthusiastic,
et realisticelly..end chillingly sober and interesting all the tinme, If
you are & swvace buff,.or just interested in the future...get this one,
THE_DZ4T_OF ROBERT_°ILVERBERG
e =2 e == A Malzberg introduction, a superlative cover
Orbit 95v poainting (by 2), then 10 tales, each precedby a brief but

interesting auctorial note. 'Road To Nightfall® brings in
canaibalisn, 'Sixth Palace! a great piece about a treasure guarded hy a
robot, then there are the body possessors of 'Pas:sengers' and the highly
acclained fllawksbill Station' and 'Nightwings'!. Prnishment by stacur.2y
invisidilityand the lovely satire of a robot Pope, Silverberg lcans to
the dcwnbeat, but if you don't mind that, then this IS the man at Lis bhost,
and ii you couldn't afvord the hardcover...don't miss this edition. .

HATUHL: Adlus 23 . . - .
=====:====§§QS§=255 Amnesiac 'Pardero' scts out to find his didentity aad
Jael Vance origins., The trail leads him to a strange society and
Coronet 75p an intrigue-ridden palace, Benbuphar Strang. the

people are never quite what they seem and though you may
quibble over the plausibility of their customs, they are given rcaliatic
quirks and nersonality traits. Vance's alien societies are dil’crent, aud
even his villains have interesting gualitics..even redeeming ones. Thig
story isn't an Award winner, but is still highly readable and entertaining,

s IR Y DAI0SELS .
TEE TiRes DAI0S3LS  por lovers of Arthurian romance and legead with all its

Vera Chapian attendant knights, ladies, magicians and nystery. ‘his
Methuen ‘liagnum’ is a trilogy, c?@prising "The Green Knigh@', tThe Kingfe
1425, Damogsel!', and Ying Arthur's Daughter', BNMes Chapnan

(an octogenarian, no less) paints a broad, neasured
canvas, lev in; lher tales develcp gently and smoothly through brooding
me:ace or custle keep, but adding 211 the grace, colour and chivalry of that
fabled age. Those who cherish the romances of Aprthur, Merlia and the
legendary lnights will find this a feast for their imagination, MNrs Chomnman
also has 'Olsedud The Bird Man' (Collings, £3.95) due in late Sceutenbor,
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Trom kethuen 'Hagnum' Books, come two clasgsie Olaf Stapledon titles priced
at ©1.25 each, y '

SRl ARD ST This, though fiction, has no characteris-
ation, but is as with %“:11s' *'Things To Zome', a broad panorama of !'future
history', as reviewed by one of the Dast Men. Starting in the near-present
wars ravage the planet. 2nd Man emerges to fight a Martian invasion, then
a decline before 3rd Man rises to create hie »wn
destruction in the form of the giant
brains of Lth man. They in turn create
the perfeet, giant, 5th Man who takes
mankind to the plancts, then the stars,
A book to e read slowly and the ideas
savoured.

LAST HMill TN LONDON .
== = === Again, an account of
our futurc as related by a Sth. Man on
Neptune. The ehronicler ‘mind-travels!
in time and space to enter the mind of
Paul, a young Londoner at the time of
Werld Glar.1. Paul*s life is dirccted
and we arc given a Neptunian view of the
events leading to the Great War before
returning to Paul's love life, adultery s @ . =
and eventual carcer. The book lacks the wide scope of 'Firct And Last Hen?,
but is still a notable landmark in speculation on worlds that night oone to
be. sach title is a SF landmark, and here is a chance to add then to your
colloction at & modest price.

BOGUL.SiLy Three magazine yarns went into this tale of the interstellar
A, VIZ VOUY ‘'generation ship', 'The Hope of Man'. In order, they are
Panther 75p Centaurus II (a favourite of mine) Ropue Ship, and fhe

“x .cndables. Star after star proves unsuitable or hostile,

the journey stretches interminably and mutinies come and goe. Van Vogt tends
to stircetch his logic a bit, and is rether uncertain about his ©TL equations,
apart from these minor quibbles, the story never loscs interest, and there
is always somce new developoment hiding round the next page to hold you.

ot T nTre by
£§§=§2§gg=£;;£2£ Each chapter is 2 complete story detailing incidents in
Robert Silverberg  the lives of the dwellers in Urban Honad 1156,  lousing
Panther 75p around 900,000 in its thousand floors, the relighon is

childbearing, the pastime sex, and 'nightwalking! in

search of saiie, Bverything is arranged to make people contented with their
hive like existence...but there arc always malcontents, and Silverberg looks
closely into their problems. All differcnt, each fascinating, and not a:
dull one in the let. Rather heavy on the sex.. but it does ke.p people guiet,

A HISTORY OF TliZ HUGC AND NRBULA AND INTERNATIONAL FANTASY AWARDS, (Chew!)

By Bonald Franson and Howard Devore. 112 pages (53" by 8%), computer typeset,
Hugo nominations from 1953, febula from 1965, Overscas $3..9 postpaid by
seamail, from lioward DeVere, 4705 Weddel St., Dearborn, Michigan 48125.

But..I reckon Ken Slater, would get it for you..write to 39 Wost St.,

Wisbeclh, Cembs, FE13 21X,



FUTURA love come up with a new Tolkien-~beating trilogy writter by ..tephen
Donaldson. The whole saza details the Chronicles 0Of Thoma:s Covenant:
The Unbeliever in another universe where tine runs many times faster, and
known as The Land. DBach paet costs £1.25..but as they average out at 450
_ages, it is still far better value than the average paprback. oriefly :-
(1) 100D TOUL'S BANE

= Thomas Covenant, writer, maimed leper and outcast is
transported to The Land by Lordl Foul and Drool Rocke
worr so that they may use him to achieve power. However, the pople of Tha
Land greet Covenant as their legendary hero Berek. Cured of his leprosy,
the traveller lé¢ads them in the struggle for the 'Staff Of Law! hold by
Foul™. henchman, and Covenant returns te the resl world,
2% P TTLTARTH wWan
\2) 2o TLAARIE WAR Back to 'The Land, but forty years later and Lord Foul is
using the powerful Illearth Stone against the noople.
Covenant and his Lords scck to raise support but are beset by wagic aad
strenge Giants, After 2 confrontation with Fouvl, Covenant, who hes no real
belief in The Land again returns to reality to find that here, his leprosy
is still with hinm,
(3) THS POVER THAT PRE3ERVES Summoncd te The Land for the final battie,
“““““““““ Covenant brings fcoth his latent powers in
the war against Poul and his wminions. Sadly, he is unable to utilise these
powers to aid him in the real world,
The trilogy is wcll stocked with giants, trolls nagic and ¢soteric navtes,
people and places. DBach volune has both a map ¢f The Land, and & glossary
te aid your recading. Billed as (comparable to Tolkien', I'd rafe it as
thettcr than'. I fancy the saga will soon have its own adherents and cult
socicty,..the scope is there, as arc the characters., All it needs is to
be mentioncd around among heroic fantesy lovers,

4 ) ITeL
Sl NOLZ2202  Sorialised in IF, 1965, but as far as I Lnow, not iscued
Teu.Suith PAHD over here until this Pantlier edition, tlhis is tie ifourth
Panther 75u. and final epic in the famel 'Skylark' series (A1) available
from Panther). Tgnore the carping critics, this is space
opera in tue heroic, supsrscientific vein for those (like vie) wac love tho
stuff, ‘liis time, archevillain, DuQuesne has escaped Lis tine stasis

imprisonment and is attacked by powerful enenmies in deep space. Ile calcs
Seaton for help, and the unlikely alliance battle against the night of the
Jelni and their batlike overlords, the Llurdi. All the old magis is there,
and Doe even tried his hand at the permissive ganc..with DuQuesne getting
thoolzed? in the end. Ignore the s&c whiz kids, read this for fun.

iégaézigaﬁﬁséﬁﬁa A collection of down-beat and dismal Disch slories, nost
Thonas il, bisch  being of the “where did the end pet to ?“varie?yﬂ ‘There's
Panther 7.3 2 12dy who can contrcl cockrcaches, the isolation of a
cybernetic/fenale nachine, slow nmental decay of tge_last
man elive, the collapse of society, and a host of similar good%es. Hrian
aldiss says (on the jacket)," an adulterated chot of pure bracing gloem .
I agree, aad to drive home the point...there are 13 stories. Suit your?eL;.
RUEVILSID W1KT ISSUE :- THE FANTASY BOOK. Franz Rottensteiner., Thame & ildson ,
.95, UJIVERSE FIVE, and UNIVERSE SIX. Ed. Terry Carr, Dobson. fﬂg? each.
pius of coursce..SURVIVOR, Octavia E, Butler and THE ANARCHISWIC COLOsLUS
Sy A.C.van Vogt. Both fronm Sidgwick & Jackson at £4.,50 and £A.95 .rcsvectwly



